Our exhibit, AUDACIOUS FREEDOM, is about ordinary people who
lived extraordinary lives dedicated to the struggle for freedom.
These people were African American men and women who lived in Philadelphia roughly
between the Revolutionary War and the American Civil War. Their lives were not easy, but they
worked hard to create a better world for themselves, their communities, and people like YOU
who are living today.
Can you imagine what it was like to live during the time of slavery?
Do you think you would be brave enough to fight for your freedom if it was taken away?
Would you be…audacious?

AUDACIOUS – What does it mean?
Definition: Fearlessly bold or daring, especially in challenging the way things normally are.
What other words below are similar to the word AUDACIOUS? Circle your choices.

Brave

Uncertain

Cowardly

Valiant

Risky

Fearless

Heroic

Weak

Shy

Revolutionary

Courageous

Hopeless

Do you know anyone in your life who is audacious? Why would you describe his or her
behavior as audacious?

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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That’s Audacious!
This exhibit will introduce you to lots of individuals and groups who lived in Philadelphia
between 1776 and 1876. Now that you know what the word audacious means, as you move
through the exhibit, select a few of your favorite audacious stories and record them here.

_______________ is/are audacious because ___________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________!
_______________ is/are audacious because ___________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________!
_______________ is/are audacious because ___________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________!

Wait, When Did That Happen?
The people in this exhibit lived in Philadelphia between 1776 and 1876 – that covers a lot of
history! Give yourself a headstart – draw a line from each of the events below to their correct
spot on the timeline.

1876. The
United States
Celebrates its
100th
Birthday.

1790. George
Washington moves
to Philadelphia
during his first
term as President.

1776. The Declaration
of Independence
explains why colonists
want to be free from
British rule.

1788. The Constitution
becomes the official
guiding document of the
United States of America.

1865. The Civil
War ends and the
13th Amendment
declares slavery
illegal in the
United States.

1701. The City
of Philadelphia
is officially
chartered.
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1838. Frederick
Douglass makes his
escape from slavery,
traveling from
Maryland to Delaware
to Philadelphia to New
York.

1773. A group of
colonists board a
ship and throw its
tea into Boston
Harbor to protest
unfair British rules.

FOUNDERS GALLERY
Art can be a powerful tool for getting messages across – art can be more than just a pretty
picture! Some artists use their art to voice their opinions about history or current events.

What’s Going On Here?
The large painting in the Founders Gallery is based on a real one, by an artist named John
Trumbull. The original is called “Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776.” However, this
version of the painting has been changed to get a point across. Use the questions below to help
you look closely at this new painting and figure out what its message is.
o

What appears closest to the front of the painting? What is happening in the background?
Who stands out most? Which figures seem most important in the scene or to the creator
of this new painting?
Hint! Use the box below to sketch the major shapes in this painting.

o

Describe some of the actions you see. Are objects or people standing still or do they
seem to be in motion?

o

Do any of the figures in this painting seem to be feeling emotions? What emotions?
What do you see that makes you say that?

o

What do you notice about the colors in this painting? Does the artist use color in different
ways in different areas of the painting?

What’s Your Conclusion? What is the message of this painting?
I think_______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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Stand Up!
Your posture is how you hold your body. Some people slump and curve their shoulders
forward, maybe because they are tired. Other people stand up very straight, chin up, perhaps
because they are feeling proud.
LOOK AROUND. There are many images of people in this exhibit. As you
walk through, notice their posture. What are they doing with their heads,
shoulders, hands and other body parts? What do you think that tells you
about who they are and what they are feeling?
Hint! Look at the screens in the Founders Gallery. Try to do with your
body what he or she is doing with his or hers.
How does it feel to hold your body
the way that they are holding theirs?

Bonus: Find information about the people whose posture you are noticing in the galleries. Does
this information add anything new to your ideas about their posture?

What’s the News?
African Americans in Philadelphia and across the country used (and still use) newspapers to
share news important to them and to voice opinions and try to create positive change. In
Philadelphia, these papers included: The Liberator, The Freeman, and The North Star.
Hint! You can see examples on the screen in the Founders Gallery called “The Black Press”.
If you were going to create your own newspaper what would it be called? What are a few
headlines your paper would have today?
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TIMELINE GALLERY
OBSERVE. LISTEN. THINK. RESPOND.
There is a screen in the center of the Timeline Gallery. Use your finger to select one of the
options on the screen – you’ll get to see a special presentation on that topic! As you listen, see if
you can answer the questions below.
Hint! You’ll get more information - and some audacious stories - if you look at the timeline that
runs around the room!
FAMILY / KINSHIP TIES /
COMMUNITY
How was family life different
in the past? What kept African
American people and
communities together and
growing?

RELIGION
What were the spiritual and
religious beliefs of African
Americans at this time? What
faiths did they practice and
where did they go to worship?

CULTURE
Where did Philadelphians of
African descent come from
back then? How is this similar
to or different from today?

LAW
What were some of the laws
of the time? Who suffered
from and who benefitted from
these laws?

WORK
What are some of the jobs that
African Americans held? Were
they the same for men and
women?

POLITICS
Who were a few of the African
American leaders in
Philadelphia? What were the
issues of the time? How did
people get their voices heard?

SEARCH!
Somewhere in this gallery, there is a picture of a burning building. Once you find it, find the
description that explains it. What does this tell you about life in Philadelphia for African
Americans?

SEARCH!
Can you find the panel on the 1793 Yellow Fever epidemic? What was the mistaken belief that
Dr. Rush had? How did African Americans show bravery during this health scare?
BONUS: What other examples of African American bravery can you find?
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CONVERSATIONS GALLERY
Voices from the Past!
Ever wanted to interact with someone from the past? Here’s your chance! Press the buttons
beside each individual (one button at a time!) to learn more about his or her life.
Be on the look-out for audacious stories to record on page 2!

Can You Find Me?
o

This person LOVES baseball, but you can’t tell just by looking. Hint: This person’s initials
are O.V.C.
What else can you find out about this person’s life?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

o

This person is standing with a metronome, a device very important to careers in music.
Hint. This person’s initials are E.T.G.
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

PICK one more person in this gallery. What do you learn about his or her life by listening to
what he or she has to say?
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Around the World!
LOOK in this gallery for the map of the places African American Philadelphians traveled
during their lifetimes.
DISCUSS Where are a few of the places they went?
Do you think it was easy or hard for them to travel there? Why or why not?
Hint! How do you think they got from place to place?
What do you know about the places they traveled? What kinds of experiences do you think
they had while traveling?
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