
Eligible Participants: High School Students within 
the Northeast Untied States

Contest closes September 12th, 2020

Essays can be submitted via email to seusebio@aampmuseum.org
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Essay objective

DEADLINE EXTENDED TO 
SEPTEMBER 12TH!!

By analyzing a primary account from 1793 by Rev. 
Absalom Jones and Rev. Richard Allen, contestants 
will identify social similarities and differences that 
emerged in Philadelphians who lived through the 
Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793 and those now 
experiencing the CoronaVirus Pandemic from 2019 to 
present.

Contestants will produce their own primary accounts that identify and respond to 
notable social similarities and differences between the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793 
and the CoronaVirus of 2019-present day. 

These primary accounts can take the format of either a narrative essay, compare & 
contrast essay, or critical essay. The essay should be a minimum of 500 words. 

Page 5 lists and defines the different essay styles. 

Grade Level: 9th - 12th

Subject: Social Studies

Length of Time: 4 hours

OUTCOME:



VOCABULARY WORDS
� �Refutation

noun
1. the action of proving a statement or theory to be 
wrong or false.

� �Censure
verb
1. express severe disapproval of (someone or 
something), especially in a formal statement.

plural noun: censures
11. the expression of formal disapproval.

� �Yellow Fever
noun
1. Yellow fever is a viral infection spread by a 
particular type of mosquito.  Illness ranges from a 
fever with aches and pains to severe liver disease 
with bleeding and yellowing skin (jaundice). 
There is no medicine to treat or cure infection.

� �Viral Infection
noun
1. Viral infections are growths of a harmful virus 
inside the body. Viruses infect a host by 
introducing their genetic material into the cells 
and hijacking the cell's internal machinery to 
make more virus particles. Symptoms of the viral 
illness occur as a result of cell damage, tissue 
destruction, and the associated immune response.

� �Epidemic
adjective
1. Also ep·i·dem·i·cal. (of a disease) affecting many 
persons at the same time, and spreading from 
person to person in a locality where the disease is 
not permanently prevalent.

noun
11. a widespread occurrence of an infectious 
disease in a specific community at a particular 
time.

� �The Free African Society
noun
1. The Free African Society, founded in 1787, was a 
benevolent organization that held religious services 
and provided mutual aid for "free Africans and 
their descendants" in Philadelphia. The Society 
was founded by Richard Allen and Absalom Jones.

� �CoronaVirus
noun
1. any of a group of RNA viruses that cause a 
variety of diseases in humans and other animals.

� �Virus
noun
1. Viruses are small particles of genetic material 
(either DNA or RNA) that are surrounded by a 
protein coat. Some viruses also have a fatty 
"envelope" covering. They are incapable of 
reproducing on their own. Viruses depend on the 
organisms they infect (hosts) for their very 
survival. Viruses get a bad rap, but they also 
perform many important functions for humans, 
plants, animals, and the environment. For 
example, some viruses protect the host against 
other infections. Viruses also participate in the 
process of evolution by transferring genes among 
different species. In biomedical research, scientists 
use viruses to insert new genes into cells.

� �Pandemic
adjective
1. (of a disease) prevalent throughout an entire 
country, continent, or the whole world; epidemic 
over a large area.

noun
11. a pandemic disease



MAJOR FACTS
• During the 1793 yellow fever epidemic in Philadelphia, 
5,000 or more people were listed in the official register of 
deaths between August 1 and November 9. The vast 
majority of them died of yellow fever, making the epidemic 
in the city of 50,000 people one of the most severe in 
United States history.
• In Haiti, the revolution was also met with outbreaks of 
yellow fever. Since the viral infection is most accustomed to 
tropical environments, it was believed that refugees from 
Haiti had carried the disease to Philadelphia. This statement 
has only been considered partially true, for Philadelphia 
also had perfect conditions for virus-ridden mosquitoes to 
breed and infect Philadelphia residents with the Yellow 
Fever.  
• Philadelphia was the nation’s capital at the time.  
President George Washington, along with other 
wealthy politicians and businessmen left the 
inner-city to quarantine themselves and their 
families in Germantown. The responsibility of caring 
for the sick and dying was left primarily to medical and 
religious organizations like that of The Free African 
Society.
• Read pages A2, 15-20  from the required reading 
listed below and respond to the Essay prompt 
(see below).

A Narrative of the Proceedings of the Black People 
during the late Awful Calamity in Philadelphia in 
the year 1793 and Refutation of the Censures

An Important Note: The font used in printed materials 
from 1793 Philadelphia was different from current 
documents. The letter “s” looks similar to the letter “f.” Pace 
yourself as you read and/or read the text out loud to adjust to 
this difference in printed text. Practice makes perfect!

















ESSAY STYLES

ESSAY PROMPT

��Narrative Essays
If you like creative writing, these will be among your favorite essay formats. In a narrative 
essay, you tell a story. Remember, it has a beginning followed by a number of events that lead 
up to an ending. Cliffhanger endings would be especially appropriate given the current state 
of affairs! Plan carefully!

��Compare and Contrast Essays
You have been given two similar-seeming yet different events to compare. To write this essay, I 
suggest that you prepare carefully. Which elements are similar? Which ones are different? 
Once you are sure you know what information you want to include, you’re ready to go.

��Critical Essays 
You don’t have to criticize the thing you’re writing about unless you think there is a reason for 
it, but you’ll be evaluating it critically. You’ll provide reasons why you think something was 
well done or badly done. If your subject is worthy of criticism or praise, why do you think so? 
What are the faults that bothered you? Why do they bother you? What evidence can you 
present to support your opinion?

What assumption (listed on page A2 of the 
reading) led to the solicitation of the Free 
African Society for the assistance of the sick 
and dying in 1793? Was this assumption true? 
(Answer found on page 15.) How has this 
assumption both persisted and changed in 
American society in lieu of COVID19? The 
essay should be a minimum of 500 words.

�� Be sure to cite current events to provide evidence 
for your response. 

��Be observant of any nuanced statements that arose 
during initial awareness of the CoronaVirus. 
Further, consider the possibilities that face those who 
are physically and economically at risk during the 
pandemic. 



Eligible Participants: High School Students within the Northeast United States
Contest closes September 12th, 2020

Essays can be submitted via email to seusebio@aampmuseum.org

Thank you for your participation!


	Saviors & Survivors Summer Contest 1
	Saviors & Survivors Summer Contest 1

	Narrative Reading for S&S Contest_Page_07
	Narrative Reading for S&S Contest_Page_19
	Narrative Reading for S&S Contest_Page_20
	Narrative Reading for S&S Contest_Page_21
	Narrative Reading for S&S Contest_Page_22
	Narrative Reading for S&S Contest_Page_23
	Narrative Reading for S&S Contest_Page_24
	Saviors & Survivors Summer Contest 1
	S&S Summer Contest Info FINAL 1_Page_05
	S&S Summer Contest Info FINAL 1_Page_06


